Earl SohamParish Council
Minutes
From meeting 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th September2026 at Earl Soham Village Hall.

1. Apologies for absences
	Councillors to note any apologies for absence. Andrew Patterson
	Councillors to consider and vote on acceptance of apologies for absence. Approved

2. To receive Declarations of Interest None

3. To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the council held on 07 07 2026 are a true and correct record Minutes approved the council asked to try and get the minutes out earlier

4. District and County Councillors Reports. None received

5. Public participation session (15 minutes) to include Police, No comments

6. Vacancy for new councillor vacancy on the parish council Although the council have had interest the candidate was not available to attend the meeting

7. To receive update on ongoing issues
a. Clerk including urgent decisions taken since the last meeting Action for Candida Cook – consult on Cherry Tree for ongoing habitat. 
b. Village Hall (Cllr Cook)- The VH committee have decided to go for a bigger grant to complete a full refurbishment/extension of toilets kitchen and upper floor storage. Rob Pearce is drawing up plans hopefully ready for next meeting in November. A new upgraded electric supply has been installed by Network Power. CC reported that people liked the village hall as it is TC asked where the feedback was coming from CC from outside the village catchment TC should we be consulting the residents of the village about what their expectations are of the Village Hall CC we are expecting to do this once we have the plans drawn up Action for all to consider putting forward a PC representative to the VH committee. CC to share. 
c. East Suffolk Planning Alliance (Cllr Carr) No Action
d. Sizewell (Cllr Cook) No Action

8. To consider planning applications

9. Parish Council Projects
SID speed awareness Frustratingly not a lot of joy with highways, Telephone Box potentially we might need to go back and find another decorator Martin to chase John to get paint back, Village Website PB MD to send update to Peter for Website, Cemetery more tree issues, quote for £900 approved GH to speak to tree surgeon regarding report on other trees  Litter Pick. £100 donation confirmed. TJ to send invite to village for volunteers , Newsletter next one Chirstmas. All councillors to send any ideas prior to this

10.        To consider New proposal sent out for Neighbourhood Plan (Cllr Carr) the original NP started in 2017 survey in 2019-20 the project stalled 2020-24 for assorted reasons. In 2025 we started up again with a new team a new survey was completed in November 2025 data is now analysed. We gave now found out that East Suffolk are rewriting the Local Plan and are calling for potential new build sites duplicating NP work. A new NP would cost significantly more than the Parish Council can afford circa £50-60,000. There is another option that still give the council a say and impacts any Cils payments and that is an Influencer Plan cost circa £14,000 depending on how far we ant to take the project. ES need to identify 25 new houses by 2030
the decision is one of do we opt out and do go for the Influencer Plan after some discussion it was decided to go with the Influencer Plan quoted at £14250 +VAT unanimously approved 

11. Finance
a. To receive Finance Report Approved
i. Bank Reconciliation Approved
ii. Budget to Actual
iii. Receipts and Payments since last meeting
iv. Discuss and approve insurance for PC the insurance policy was discussed and cover was considered more than adequate from Zurich insurance £363 unanimously approved 
v. Re Declaration for the pensions regulator Approved

b. To authorise payments as listed below:
Precious Gardens VG £100.00 Tree Form £3850 Zurich £363 authorise

12. Correspondence for Information
To receive information on the following new correspondence and decide further action where necessary. Speed limit to be extended beyond Yew Tree Business TJ to forward invite for speed gun training/volunteers

13. Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda.

14. Date of next meeting
To confirm the date of the next meeting, scheduled for 3rd November 2026.
24th November Precept discussions meeting
5th January Parish Council meeting




Thomas Johnson
ES Chair


